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Editorial. 



The proposition to hold the winter meetings of the Geologi- 
cal Society of America in the city of Washington, as advocated 
by Professor Iddings, in the last number of this Journal, is not 
without objections. 

The members of the society may be classified in two groups ; 
those engaged chiefly in investigation, and those who devote a 
part of their time to teaching. The interests of these groups 
differ and in arranging for the winter meetings of the society 
should have equal consideration. The members who reside in 
Washington are for the most part engaged in investigation, 
while the majority of the non- Washington members are occupied 
principally in teaching. It has been said by one eminent in our 
science, that the three requisites in geological training are travel, 
travel, travel. Under the proposed arrangement, members resid- 
ing in Washington would be deprived in a measure of the 
opportunities which might otherwise be secured by them of 
seeing the laboratories, collections, etc., at various other centers 
from which geological information is disseminated. It is evident 
that it would be unfair to thus deprive our Washington friends 
of a means of education which might be of profit to them. Mem- 
bers of the society who are engaged principally in teaching, 
probably have as earnest desires to see the lecture rooms, labor- 
atories, and collections of their colleagues and to learn their 
methods of teaching, as they have to study the methods of 
investigation carried on in Washington. 

To enable both classes of members to profit by the opportuni- 
ties afforded by our winter meetings and at the same time insure 
the desired attendance, it seems highly desirable that for some 
years to come, the meetings referred to should be held at the 
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various educational centers on the Atlantic coast between the 
Merrimac and the Potomac. 

Without wishing to detract in the least from the debt of 
gratitude due the local committee which arranged for our con- 
venience and comfort during the last Washington meeting, I 
wish to suggest that the lecture room of the National Museum 
is, in many ways, objectionable as a place in which to hold the 
sessions of the Geological Society. If the society elects to hold 
all winter meetings in Washington, a more suitable assembly 
room, and also rooms for the display of maps, collections, etc., 
as well as a conversation room, should be provided. 

In reference to the expenses of the meetings being shared by 
the visiting members, as proposed by Professor Iddings in case 
the winter meetings are held regularly in Washington , it may 
be suggested that if each of the Washington members should 
subscribe an amount equal to the average traveling expenses of 
the visiting members, the expenses of the meeting could not 
only be met but a surplus would remain which might be devoted 
to publication or other useful purposes. I. C. R. 

*** 
It is gratifying to be able to call attention to the carefully 
made collections of rock specimens, which Mr. Oscar Rohn, 
of Madison, Wis., has prepared to illustrate the petrographical 
descriptions found in the writings of Pumpelly, Marvine, Irving, 
Van Hise, and Bayley, upon the famous mineral-bearing dis- 
tricts in the Lake Superior region. As is well known, collections 
of rocks representing the most important petrographical types at 
European localities may be obtained for purposes of study and 
instruction. But no systematic attempt has been made to fur- 
nish collections of typical rocks from American localities, with 
the exception of the proposed Educational Series which the 
United States Geological Survey has undertaken to gather 
together. A reason for this is in some cases evident, namely, 
the remoteness of the districts and the expense of collecting the 
specimens. The collection of Lake Superior rocks offered for 
sale by Mr. Rohn is a step in the direction of such systematic 
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collecting, and places within reach of students and teachers of 
petrology material of the highest value, making it possible to 
follow intelligently the descriptions by the investigators already 
named, of the rocks in the Keweenaw, Penokee, and Marquette 
districts. The collector had the advice and counsel of Professor 
Van Hise, who vouches for the care with which the work has 
been carried on. Not the least valuable part of the undertaking 
is the furnishing of a catalogue in which specific references to 
the monographs of the region are given in connection with each 
specimen. The hand specimens are accompanied by chips from 
which thin sections may be prepared. The enterprise is to be 
heartily commended, and it is hoped that a sufficient number of 
petrologists will avail themselves of the opportunity of securing 
the collections to compensate Mr. Rohn for the time and money 
expended upon them. # # J. P. I. 

Emm. de Margerie and his colaborers of the bigliograph- 
ical committee of the international congresses of Washington 
and Zurich merit the warmest commendation of all working 
geologists for their disinterested labors in preparing and issu- 
ing a voluminous report under the title Catalogue des Bibliog- 
raphies Ge'ologiques. This is a book of 733 pages, and represents 
a very protracted and laborious search for bibliographical lists 
through a scattered and voluminous literature whose very 
unequal nature must have taxed the patience, skill and discre- 
tion of the committee to the utmost. The catalogue contains 
nearly 4000 references to bibliographies and works containing 
bibliographic references of some note, and thus it constitutes an 
invaluable key to geological literature. Provision has been made 
whereby those who were not members of the international con- 
gresses under whose auspices the work was prepared and pub- 
lished may secure it, together with the Compte Rendu of the 
Washington congress. The two volumes will be sent to individ- 
uals or libraries who will transmit $5 to the American member 
of the committee, G. K. Gilbert, of the United States Geological 
Survey, Washington, D. C. We would particularly urge upon 
libraries the purchase of this catalogue. T. C. C. 



